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We may let the dukes glide by wearing the honours which
democracy allows to stand, because they are gradually ceasing
to have any particular meaning. We pass on to the last
Eussell for whom the vault at Cheneys has unlocked "its
marble jaws " ; the old statesman who filled so large a place 5
for half a century in English public life, whose whole existence
from the time when he passed out of childhood was spent in
sharp political conflict, under the eyes of the keenest party
criticisms, and who carried his reputation off the stage at last
unspotted by a single act which his biographers were called 10
on to palliate.
To the Tories, in the days of the Reform Bill, Lord John
Eussell was the tribune of an approaching violent revolution.
To the Badicals he  was the Moses who was  leading the
English nation into the promised land.    The alarm and the 15
hope were alike imaginary.   The wave has gone by, the crown
and peerage and church and primogeniture stand where they
were, and the promised land, alas I is a land not running with
corn and wine, but running only with rivers of gold, at which
those who drink are not refreshed.    To  the enthusiasts of 20
Progress the Eeform Bill of 1832 was to be a fountain of life,
in which society was to renew its youth like the eagle.   High-
born ignorance was to disappear 'from the great places of the
nation; we were to be ruled only by Nature's aristocracy of
genius and virtue; the inequalities of fortune were to be re- 25
adjusted by a truer scale; and merit, and merit only, was to be
the road to employment and distinction.   We need not quarrel
with a well-meant measure because foolish hopes were built
upon it.    But experienced men say that no one useful thing
has been done by the Beformed Parliament which the  old 30
Parliament would have -refused to do; and for the rest, it be-
gins ito be suspected that the reform of which we have heard
so much is not the substitution of a wise and just govern-
ment for a government which was not wise and just, but the
abolishment of government altogether, and the leaving each S5